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MEMBER FOR MINDARIE — EVIDENCE BEFORE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.58 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to consider the following motion 
forthwith — 

That this house requires the member for Mindarie to explain his evidence when asked by 
counsel assisting the Corruption and Crime Commission for confirmation that the member was 
saying that politicians make false promises all the time, when he said — 

Absolutely — absolutely. Politicians do that all the time. That’s their stock-in-trade 
when dealing with difficult people.  

Members have just heard that I had a discussion with the member for Mindarie when I informed him that I 
intended to move this motion. I believe it is important that we give the member for Mindarie an opportunity to 
explain himself to this house, as he has clearly put a large tarbrush over all of us with his statements. The 
purpose for moving the motion is that if the member for Mindarie does not adequately explain his position and 
apologise to this house, I will move the following further motion — 

That this house censures the member for Mindarie for making statements under oath that all politicians 
make false promises all the time and calls on the member to stand in his place and apologise to the 
people of Western Australia for his wrong and offensive statements about their representatives in 
Parliament. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: He was receiving rather debilitating treatment. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: I am sorry, I did not hear that. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I said he was receiving rather debilitating treatment at the time — 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: Minister, that is up to him. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: And the strain that he was under travelling to and from Victoria. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: We are all aware of the personal circumstances of the member for Mindarie. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I don’t think you are fully aware of his personal circumstances. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: If the member for Mindarie wants to offer that as his personal explanation, let it be. I 
am just making the point that if we do not challenge members of this house when they make statements like 
those made by the member for Mindarie, they become facts. 

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. O’Gorman), I am the last person in this house to point a finger at members and say 
that they must get to my standard. I do not expect them to get to my standard because I do not hold my standard 
high. However, I suggest that the standard of this chamber has dropped considerably in recent times. Until we 
are prepared to act among ourselves and reprimand ourselves on actions taken by members of this chamber, then 
we will deserve the condemnation that we are getting from the public right now. Members must admit that as 
they go around their electorates they get a negative response to this matter. I am just putting a fair and reasonable 
proposition to the member for Mindarie. I spoke to him before I moved this motion and had a reasonably long 
conversation with him. I understand that he has been ill and I understand that he has been under pressure from 
the Corruption and Crime Commission, but it does not change the fact that he made these statements under oath 
to the CCC. He has a responsibility to explain to us why he has done that, and we have a responsibility to forgive 
or censure him for it. 

MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle — Minister for Health) [3.02 pm]: I listened very intently to what the 
member for Mindarie said in his attempted personal explanation before the house a few minutes ago. I thought I 
heard the member for Mindarie explain the circumstances and put a very significant qualification on what was 
said. He has explained the circumstances in which the evidence he gave to counsel assisting the CCC was given. 
I think that goes a long way towards meeting the member for Avon’s motion that this house requires the member 
for Mindarie to explain his evidence before the CCC. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden: I thought that too, but I moved the motion because there was some pressure put on the 
member by the Speaker to be quick and succinct in his comments. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: Yes. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden: That is why I moved the motion. I concede that the member for Mindarie attempted to 
say something, but I must say also that he said it fairly speedily. 
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Mr J.A. McGINTY: He did, and he was under some pressure to do so. Nonetheless, I think he got to what it 
was that he wanted to say about this matter, which was to very significantly qualify the evidence that was given 
or to put it into a particular context.  

A range of matters arise out of this Corruption and Crime Commission report, one of which is the member for 
South Perth’s behaviour. We have not moved to suspend standing orders to deal with that. If there is to be a 
suspension, there ought to be a somewhat broader debate than the one the member has proposed. I am not 
advocating that, though.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden: That is the option for the house! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: I think three o’clock on a Thursday afternoon, when we are trying to deal with other 
matters before the house, is not a good time to move this motion. This is something which, when we are back 
next week and if members still feel strongly about it—there are other matters, no doubt, that arise out of that 
particular CCC report—could be debated. We have not had the member for South Perth stand in his place to 
explain the evidence he gave; we have had the member for Mindarie standing in his place to explain the evidence 
he gave. I do not know that a great deal could be added to the essence of his explanation of his evidence; perhaps 
some more words could surround it. For that reason, the government will not be supporting the suspension of 
standing orders.  

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [3.05 pm]: This is an unusual situation in which to move a suspension of 
standing orders, but I, and I think a number of other members, are highly disturbed by some of the issues that 
have emerged in the CCC report. I commented in this house some time ago that I doubted that I had confidence 
in the upper house’s ability to deal with a previous issue; as events transpired, I was perhaps right about that. 
That issue related to a parliamentary committee of the upper house.  

I have a serious worry that the Public Accounts Committee has been compromised. There is enough evidence in 
this report to suggest that this Parliament should explore that. Indeed, one might even make a case that the Public 
Accounts Committee should be suspended and perhaps reappointed. That is not to imply anything about the 
members of it; some of those members may be reappointed. I think we have a situation in this house whereby, 
unfortunately, its committees may have been compromised. That is a most serious issue, and in that sense I think 
the member for Avon raises a valid point and it should be dealt with now. I hope we do deal with it, because this 
Parliament has become a laughing stock; an absolute joke. I should not talk about myself, but for the first time in 
18 years I am embarrassed to be a member of Parliament.  

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [3.06 pm]: I, too, listened very carefully to what the member for Mindarie 
said. I think he did explain the circumstances at the time, and everyone, I am sure, is sympathetic about the 
circumstances. However, he did not explain his comments. I think a lot of people, as I have walked around — 

Mr J.A. McGinty: I thought he did.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: He did explain his comments — 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I felt he did not explain his comment — 

Mr A.J. Carpenter: — quite clearly. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: No, he did not explain the comments that he made in the CCC hearings that I think 
impugned every single member of this house, and indeed of Parliament. At the very least, I would have expected 
some sort of apology from him, but there was nothing that was suggestive of an apology from him for impugning 
every single member of this Parliament. For that reason alone, we should be suspending standing orders to give 
him another chance to have a go at it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend 
standing orders, I will need to satisfy myself that there is an absolute majority. If I hear a dissenting voice, I will 
be required to divide the Assembly.  

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Dr S.C. Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson (Teller) 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Dr E. Constable Mr R.C. Kucera Mr T.K. Waldron  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.C. Porter Ms S.E. Walker  

Noes (27) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr J.A. McGinty Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Ms D.J. Guise Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mrs J. Hughes Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts  

            

Pairs 

 Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr J.C. Kobelke 
 Mr P.D. Omodei Ms M.M. Quirk 

Question thus negatived. 
 


